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Livestock exports

Calf exports from Scotland
via Ireland ceased 2018

Calf exports via English — -
Channel ceased 2019 e A X
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The Animal Welfare (Livestock Exports)
Act 2024

prohibits the export of cattle, sheep, goats, pigs and equines
for slaughter, or fattening for slaughter

applies to exports from or through GB to countries outside
British Islands

offence to send, transport, or organise journeys, or attempt
these

Came into force July 2024
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Draft Animal Welfare (Livestock Exports) Enforcement
Regulations 2024

« Coming Into force January 2025

* Hold notices

« Withdrawal of Journey Logs

* Revocation of Transporter Authorisations

 APHA/Iindustry verified pre-export checks for livestock
journey logs
* Further co-design work with equine sector
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Labour to legalise harmful practice of
carrying chickens by legs, say charities

Government accused of ‘shocking’ choice to dilute
protection standards in first animal welfare policy

Haroon Siddique
Legal affairs
d

O A farm calculated th e additional cost of handling chickens upright was £0.0003 per egg.
Photograph: lan Hinchliffe/Alamy




COUNCIL REGULATION (EC) No 1/2005

 Article 2 (a) ‘animals’ means live vertebrate animals

 Annex 1 Chapter 3 1.8. It shall be prohibited to.. lift or
drag the animals by head, ears, horns, legs, tail or fleece,
or handle them In such a way as to cause them
unnecessary pain or suffering
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Guide to good practices for the

transport of poultry
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© Eyes on Animals © Eyes on Animals © GTC Agricultural

Figure 3.2 Illustration pictures for Better practices beyond EU legislation for handling of
animals during loading
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Scottish Government Guidance — laying
hens

“The Humane Slaughter Association's guidance on Poultry Catching

and Handling recommends that birds be carried individually, upright,
and held around the body and wings.

This Is best practice and should be adopted wherever possible. If, for
any reason, It Is necessary to carry the birds in another way, birds
may be carried by the legs. In that case they must be held by both
egs, ..... 'he number of hens carried will depend upon the size of the

nen and the ability of the carrier, but a maximum of three per
nand must not be exceeded.”
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Charity Rogistered in England & Wales No 1158090
Charitable Incorporated

Humane Slaughter Association

Technical Note No 15

Poultry catching and handling

Summary

The consumption of poultry in the UK has increased steadfly over recent years and the
total number of broder chickens staughtered annually is now approximately 950 millon. In
addiion, 50 milion end-oflay hens, 18 milion turkeys and 20 million ducks are
slaughtered. The slaughter process begins when poultry are caught and handied on the
farm, for transportation to the slaughterhouse.

Rough, aggressive caiching can result in poultry panicking, becoming distressed and
injured. Bone breaks, joint distocations and bruising can be common and result in birds
suffering, carcase downgrading and financial loss, Handling birds with care and
consideration can reduce these problems

This leaflet focuses on humane methods for the manual capture and handiing of brollers
and end-ofday chickens, turkeys, ducks, geese, guinea fom and quall It aims o provide
constructive, practical advice to maximise bird welfare and meat quality.

All staff involved in the catching and handling of poultry must be trained
appropriately and be made aware that they have an obligation to ensure the safety
of the animais during loading for transport, and that the mistreatment of birds will
not be tolerated.
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EonA Dutch catching method - instructions

Pick up the chickens around their chest and wings, holding them upright.
No more than two at the time.

Is the chicken located in the back or underneath the rack?
Grab both legs with one hand; place your other hand underneath the chest.

w

By catching the chickens in an upright
position, they experience less stress and are
less likely to get injured.

N [ Scottish Government
Fig. 1. Comparison of corticosterons siress response n spent hens 10 normal (rough) and gentie handiing. na h_ Al b a
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Industry view

“Current estimates are that it would take between four and six times
as long to catch and move pullets and hens as compared to catching
by the legs. This means that the costs of moving pullets, vaccinating
and treating pullets and hens, and catching at end of lay will increase
by a factor of 4 to 6

As has been well reported in many industries, there is a shortage of
labour and this is already been felt severely by farmers, pullet
rearers, end of lay processors and catching gangs”

(BFREPA website April 2024) The Scottish Government
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AWC Opinion on the welfare implications of different methods and
systems for the catching, carrying, collecting and loading of
poultry

 Manual catching and carrying
* Mechanised collection

* Housing

» Container systems

* Reporting and enforcement

» Update Welfare Codes (England and Wales) and

Guidance (Scotland)
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https://randd.defra.gov.uk/ProjectDetails?ProjectId=11925
https://randd.defra.gov.uk/ProjectDetails?ProjectId=11925
https://randd.defra.gov.uk/ProjectDetails?ProjectId=11925
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Figure 6: Potential stressors when using a wellboat




Humane Harvesting of Fish

Effective Percussive Stunning

Amongst other things, an effective stun is dependent on the blow
being administered to the correct part of the skull. To ensure the
maximum impact on the brain, the best position is where the brain is
closest to the surface of the head and where the skull is thinnest. In
salmon and trout this found directly above and slightly behind the
eyes (figure 10). The blow does not have to penetrate the head to be
effective.

Figure 10: Position for effective percussive stunning of salmon and
trout

The most reliable and effective signs of recovery for salmon and trout
are the return of the eye roll reflex (Figure 11) and the breathing
reflex. Rnythmic movement of the operculum should be looked for,
but take into account that apparently random and irregular
movements can be, but are not usually, a sign of recovery.

Unconscious fish - eyes remain fixed when fish is rotated

Figure 11: Signs of recover in fish - the eye roll reflex’

T Adapted from 'Protocol for assessing brain function in fish and the
effectiveness of methods to stun and kill them'. SC Kestin, JW van de
Vis, DHF Robb. The Veterinary Record, March 9 2002.
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Current legislation — farmed fish

EC Regulation 1099/2009 - “Animals should be spared any
avoldable pain, distress or suffering during their killing and
related operations” but no detalled requirements for fish

Animal Health and Welfare (Scotland) Act 2006

Industry Code of Good Practice
RSPCA assurance standards
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FAWC/AWC recommendations 2014
updated 2023

Transport

Handling

Methods of killing
Training and competence
CCTV

Specific UK legislation, with proportionate inspection,
enforcement powers and penalties

The Scottish Government
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Developing Scottish Government
Guidance

Based on AWC recommendations

Will cover transport, killing for human consumption, disease
control, cleaner fish and by-catch

raining and competence, technical equipment
specifications, oversight/auditing

Similar work commenced for GB trout sector

The Scottish Government
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