
Humane Slaughter Association

PPE. Use PPE where required.
Structural inspection. Check casing, trigger assembly, bolt and muzzle for
cracks, dents or other signs of wear.
Bolt check. Check bolt retracts and moves smoothly.
Exhaust check. Check exhaust vents are clear of debris, grease or carbon.
Pre-test device (Cartridges). Use suitable test materials. Do not dry fire.
Pre-test device (Pneumatic). Attach air/gas source and test.
Power selection. Select right cartridge/PSI for device and type of animal.

Vent location is
model specific

Bolt

POST-STUN PROCEDURES

3 APPLICATION 

Device control. Always keep the muzzle pointed away from you and others.
Breech inspection. Ensure chamber is clear of spent casings or
obstructions before loading.
Load cartridge or set powersource. Insert correct cartridge into chamber
immediately before use, or connect pneumatic powersource. 
Safety & cocking. Prepare the firing mechanism appropriately for your
device only when animals are securely in position and you are ready to
apply the device. Never move around with a loaded device.
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Caring beyond the farm gate

SAFE OPERATIONAL USE OF CAPTIVE-
BOLT DEVICES: CHECKLIST
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PRE-USE INSPECTION

MISFIRES

SAFE USE & LOADING

Restraint. Ensure animal’s head is properly secured.
Target. Position the muzzle at correct position and angle for species.
Discharge. Activate the device.

Bolt retraction. Verify bolt has fully retracted.
Unload casings. Open breech away from your face
and safely remove spent cartridge. 
Device check. Check device before using again.

Use a back-up stunner immediately to re-stun.
Wait 30 seconds before opening misfired device.

Loss of posture
No corneal reflexes
No rhythmic breathing

CHECK UNCONSCIOUSNESS
BEFORE BLEEDING

Cock only when ready to use

Select cartridge or 
pneumatic powersource
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