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Firearms training

Following the successful completion of six basic firearms
courses followed by six refresher courses for Animal
Health CW 70 holders (staff qualified to supervise the use
of firearms), the HSA has been retained to deliver another
series of similar courses for government Animal Health
Officers (AHOs) and Veterinary Officers (VOs). The first
of these took place at Penrith in June 2009 and will be
followed up in the autumn.

In addition to these courses, the HSA continues to
provide firearms and captive-bolt training, on demand, for
veterinary undergraduates at the University of
Cambridge, RSPCA staff, police officers, veterinary
surgeons and others.

A captive-bolt course for pig farm staff was held in July
2009 in conjunction with the Eastern Training Alliance
and recent enquiries have been received from BPEX and
the Home Office for similar instruction.

Dorothy Sidley Memorial Scholarships 2009

This year the HSA received a number of high quality
applications from students in the meat science, veterinary
and agriculture fields of study. We were also pleased to
receive an application from within industry. Three
scholars have been chosen for 2009:

• Dr Muhammad Asif, MSc Meat Science and
Technology, University of Bristol ‘The effect of pre-stun
shocks on the implementation of carcase and meat
quality in broilers.’

• Ms Helen Fielding, BVM, Royal Veterinary College
‘Relationship between time to collapse and aneurysm
formation in the carotid arteries during slaughter without
stunning in cattle.’

• Mrs Jacqueline Pickering, Meat Hygiene Service
(and trainee slaughterperson) ‘Reducing pain and fear in
cattle at point of slaughter.’

We look forward to the presentations of their studies on 9
December at the annual UFAW/HSA Vacation Scholars
Meeting, University of Nottingham.

Posters and information leaflets for the 2010 Dorothy
Sidley Memorial Scholarships will be posted on the HSA
website. If you are thinking of investigating an area of
farm animal welfare during transport, at markets or during
slaughter you could be eligible for up to £2000 funding
from the HSA.

Practical slaughter of poultry training

In February 2009 the HSA provided training in the
humane slaughter of poultry using equipment designed
for use on-farm. The course was hosted by our regular
venue, Plumpton College, at the Netherfield Centre for
Sustainable Food and Farming, East Sussex.

This course is ideal for smallholders who wish to produce
a small number of birds commercially and use a more
welfare-friendly method of slaughter than neck
dislocation or decapitation.

Along with FINDS (Food Industry (North) Development
Services) the HSA also provided a poultry slaughter
course at the Scottish Agricultural College, Inverness, in
June 2009. All participants reported feeling “confident” or
“very confident” with the methods and equipment by the
end of the course.

Website FAQs

The HSA has recently updated its website with the
addition of a ‘frequently asked questions’ page (FAQs).
The questions and answers are split into two sections.
Firstly, there are those applicable to the general public
that include introductory information regarding the
welfare of animals during transport, stunning and
slaughter. The text explains legislation and how it protects
animal welfare at these times, describes how the principal
farmed species are stunned and slaughtered in licensed
UK slaughterhouses, and other key welfare issues.

The second part of the FAQs is essentially for industry
professionals, farmers, smallholders, academics or
veterinarians wanting more specific, detailed information
about stunning methods and equipment, training services
and best practice. References to HSA publications which
provide further reading on specific subjects are made
where appropriate.

This readily accessible and targeted information will
provide answers to many of the frequent enquiries made
to the HSA office, and a bank of useful information about
the humane transport, stunning and slaughter of farmed
animals.
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A selection of feedback received from
HSA training courses this year

“A very well presented and well organised course,
thank you.”

“I don’t think I could have got any more out of the
session than I did.”

“Excellent course, very informative.”

“One of the most useful courses I have attended.”

“Hands on element was very useful.”

“Excellent, just what I was hoping for, clear and
concise detail with no unnecessary info delivered by
practical trainers.”

“Very satisfied with content and delivery.”

“The best course that I have attended. Good balance
of practical and theory.”

“A practical course run for practical people by
practical people who knew what they were talking
about. More like this please.”

“I have learned quite a lot easily in a very pleasant
way. No fear of...not learning or understanding.
Good!”

“Excellent course, well worth it!”

Animal welfare in markets

The HSA continues to make a significant contribution to
the welfare of animals in markets. In January 2009 the
Technical Director was again asked to give a lecture to
students on the University of Cumbria’s foundation
degree course for livestock auctioneers.

Copies of the HSA’s new training brochure have been
circulated to all livestock market operators in England
and Wales, through the offices of the Livestock
Auctioneers’ Association (LAA). Initial feedback
has been good, with a number of positive
enquiries about provision of bespoke, in-house
courses for drovers and auctioneers.

The HSA has also been invited to send a
representative to a meeting of experts, convened
by Defra, to discuss journeys through markets
and the proposal to amend EC Regulation 1/2005
on the protection of animals during transport and
related operations.
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HSA provides assistance to the World Bank

Following attendance at the Conference on Global Trade
and Farm Animal Welfare held at the European
Commission in January 2009, the HSA was asked by the
World Bank to review a research report entitled ‘Global
Study of Livestock Markets, Slaughterhouses and
Related Waste Management Systems’. This report was
undertaken for the Bank by Nippon Koei Co. Ltd and
ProAnd Associates Australia Pty. Ltd., funded by a Japan
Country-Tied Fund (JCTF) grant.

The study, although primarily designed to gather data on
the management of waste disposal by livestock markets
and slaughterhouses in developing countries, identified
numerous welfare issues on which the HSA was asked to
provide guidance.

The HSA has also expressed willingness to review the
Bank’s global study on the reconstruction of public live
markets, slaughterhouses and meat processing facilities
from an animal welfare perspective. We understand that
the Bank is also considering a proposed Alliance for
Humane Sustainability in Livestock Production and
Processing.

We look forward to further collaboration with the World
Bank.

COST fish welfare meeting in Iceland

In Iceland, June 2009, HSA technical staff attended a
European Cooperation in Science and Technology
(COST) meeting of the European network for fish welfare
researchers. The network’s ‘actions’ are organised in an
open forum format to promote the exchange of
knowledge and encourage collaboration between
individual attendees.

The meeting in Iceland was the fourth in a five-year action
to examine fish welfare, based on expert knowledge of
their biology (particularly regarding stress and pain) in
order to create operational welfare indicators (OWIs) that
will be readily supported by the aquaculture industry and
implemented in commercial settings. The four-day
meeting consisted of presentations and working group
meetings.

The HSA was part of a working group considering ways
that OWIs may be used by the aquaculture industry to
assess and monitor welfare, using Hazard Analysis and
Critical Control Point (HACCP) analysis and a species
specific approach for the main farmed fish species
within Europe.

International
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General Meeting 2008

The General Meeting was held at the Old School,
Brewhouse Hill, Wheathampstead. As in previous
years this was held in conjunction with the AGM of the
Universities Federation for Animal Welfare (UFAW).
The members of UFAW Council are Trustees of the
HSA. Joint meetings are held to save time and money.

The notice convening the meeting had been sent to all
subscribers and was taken as read. The meeting
agreed the Minutes of the General Meeting of 2007
and resolved to receive the Accounts and Auditor’s
Report for the year ended 31 March 2008. There were
no questions on the Report of the year’s work and the
meeting resolved that the Report and Accounts be
received.

It was resolved that Yianni, Neil & Co Ltd, Registered
Auditors, be appointed as auditors to HSA.

There were no new candidates for election and in
accordance with Clause 45 of UFAW’s Articles of
Association Professor A Nolan, Dr J C Anderson and
Mr A G Sains were re-elected.

Notice of General Meeting 2009

The General Meeting of the HSA will be held at
2.00pm on Wednesday 14 October 2009 at The Old
School, Wheathampstead, Hertfordshire (HSA’s office
premises). The formal notice and agenda have been
sent to all members and are available from the
Secretary at the registered office.

Finance and Accounts

The summarised accounts set out overleaf have been
extracted from the full accounts and have been
prepared in accordance with the 2005 Statement of
Recommended Practice – Accounting by Charities
(SORP) and applicable UK Accounting Standards,
which were approved by the Trustees and signed on
its behalf on 9 July 2009.

The full accounts have been audited and the auditors'
opinion was without qualification. The accounts will be
filed with the Charity Commission after the general
meeting on 14 October, 2009. Full accounts, and the
audit report can be obtained from the HSA Secretary,
The Old School, Brewhouse Hill, Wheathampstead,
Herts AL4 8AN.

Administration
& Finance

A special issue of the journal Fish Physiology and
Biochemistry will publish the work achieved by the COST
action and the HSA plans to contribute to an overview
article on the slaughter of salmonids. It is expected that
the special issue will be published in late 2010 or early
2011.

Former Dorothy Sidley Scholar
collaborates with HSA

In 2008, Georgina Limon Vega undertook a Dorothy
Sidley Scholarship project on ‘An evaluation of the
welfare of llamas and sheep before and during
slaughtering in the community of Puxara, Bolivia.’
Georgina now works for the Royal Veterinary College as
a research associate and is continuing her vocation in
Bolivia.

In light of Georgina’s research findings as a Dorothy
Sidley Scholar, she and the HSA are working to develop
contacts with abattoirs in Bolivia to promote training in the

use of modern
humane methods of
slaughter. The HSA
hopes to visit Bolivia
towards the end of
2009 to provide
education and
training in humane
slaughter and the
use of captive-bolt
guns.

Focus Group and Member Survey
Many thanks to the participants in an HSA Focus
Group earlier this year looking at the promotion of the
HSA and its work. One of the outcomes was a
member and supporter survey and we would like to
express our appreciation to all who responded. Your
input will be of great benefit in moving the HSA
forward.

Professor JA Laing

We are sad to report the death of Professor Archie
Laing. Archie gave many years of dedicated and
valuable service to the HSA, including as Vice-
President from 1980 to 1988. He was also both a
Council Member from 1963 to 1984 and Chairman of
the Council from 1975 to 1977 for the HSA’s sister
charity the Universities Federation for Animal Welfare
(UFAW).
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The summarised accounts were approved by the Trustees and signed on their behalf on 9 July 2009

The summarised accounts set out above have been extracted from the full accounts and have been prepared
in accordance with the 2005 Statement of Recommended Practice - Accounting by Charities (SORP). The full
accounts have been audited and the auditors' opinion was without qualification. The accounts will be filed with
the Charity Commission after the General Meeting on 14 October 2009. Full accounts and the audit report can
be obtained from the Secretary, The Old School, Brewhouse Hill, Wheathampstead, Herts AL4 8AN.

Independent Auditors' Statement to the Trustees of the HSA & CJA
We have examined the summarised financial statements that comprise the summary statement of financial activities and
summary balance sheet.

Respective Responsibilities of the Trustees and Auditors
You are responsible as the Trustees for the preparation of the summarised financial statements. We have agreed to report to
you our opinion on the summarised financial statements' consistency with the financial statements, on which we reported to
you on 9 July 2009.

Basis of Opinion
We have carried out the procedures we consider necessary to ascertain whether the summarised financial statements are
consistent with the full financial statements from which they have been prepared.

Opinion
In our opinion the summarised financial statements are consistent with the full financial statements for the year ended 31
March 2009.

John H Pratt BVM&S DVSM FRCVS Michael T Bird FCA
Chairman Hon Treasurer

Accounts

Yianni, Neil & Co Ltd, Registered Auditors, London, 9 July 2009

BALANCE SHEET AS AT 31 MARCH 2009

2008/09 2007/08
£ £

Fixed assets:
Tangible fixed assets 304,069 311,937
Investments 1,668,767 1,676,243

1,972,836 1,988,180

Current assets:
Debtors 44,065 79,617
Deposits at bank 456,656 220,829
Cash at bank & in hand 6,168 41,964

506,889 342,410

Creditors
Amounts falling due within 1 year (16,410) (14,692)

Net current assets 490,479 327,718

Net assets 2,463,315 2,315,898

Funds:
Designated 2,060 -
Unrestricted 2,461,255 2,315,898

2,463,315 2,315,898

SUMMARY OF FINANCIAL ACTIVITY YEAR ENDED 31 MARCH 2009

2008/09 2007/08
£ £

Incoming resources 598,293 400,904

Less: Costs of generating funds 20,091 19,423
Charitable activities 176,211 159,404
Governance costs 2,056 2,252
Other resources expended 51,999 45,600
Total resources used 250,357 226,679

Net incoming/(outgoing) resources
in year 347,936 174,225

Other recognised gains and losses:
Loss on disposal of assets (108) -
Net realised gain on investments 38,157 30,046
Unrealised (loss) on investments (238,568) (44,867)
Unrealised surplus on revaluation of freehold
property - 120,000

Net movement in funds 147,417 279,404

Balance brought forward 2,315,898 2,036,494

Balance carried forward 2,463,315 2,315,898
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